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As recently as last week, Assemblyman Hakeem Jeffries, a Brooklyn Democrat who has long been a champion for redistricting reform and knows all too well the political pain gerrymandering can cause, was unwilling to commit to voting against LATFOR’s legislative redistricting maps, saying through a spokeswoman that he needed to see the final product before making a decision. 

Jeffries has since had a change of heart, however, and now says he will vote “no” unless there is “substantial corrective action taken with respect to the black and Latino communities.” 

The assemblyman’s main beef, as is the case with most critics of the LATFOR maps, is with the Senate GOP plan, which opponents says disenfranchises minority voters across the state, but especially in Western NY, on Long Island and in NYC. 

Trouble is, the Assembly and Senate plans must be in the same bill, so Jeffries won’t have the opportunity to pick and choose. By rejecting the Senate plan, he will effectively voting to kill his own conference’s map, too. 

“To the extent that they’re coupled, the interests of the Voting Rights Act and standing up for communities of color all across New York State is far more important than following the herd,” Jeffries told me during a brief telephone interview earlier today. 

“…All the pressure to stand up for a fair redistricting process should not rest on the governor, and he is correct when he says that if there is resistence to the way in which these lines have been drawn then members of the Legislature should stand up and vote ‘no.’”
Jeffries said he has not yet had a conversation about his redistricting stance with Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver. He also said he considers the Assembly’s plan “far more compact and fair than what the Senate has produced.

“A ‘no’ vote against the current legislative lines that have been proposed is not a rejection of what has been done in the Assembly, but a repudiation of the racially-charged gerrymandering that the current Senate majority undertook in order to protect its endangered majority, he explained.
Jeffries is currently engaged in a three-way Democratic primary with NYC Councilman Charles Barron and Rep. Ed Towns. The assemblyman said he has been briefed on the Senate and Assembly plans for Towns’ seat, but hasn’t had the opportunity to study them yet. 

It has been pointed out that Jeffries might have the option to seek re-election to his current seat if the Senate Republicans maintain their opposition to the Assembly Democrats’ push to move the Sept. 11 state primary date to coincide with the court-mandated House primary on June 26. 

Jeffries told me he “hasn’t ruled anything in or out, but we expect to win on June 26.” 

“I also expect the state primaries will be moved up to June,” he continued. “It would be fiscally irresponsible to waste during a recovery from a recession another $50 million on another election. At the end of the day, my expectation is that Governor Cuomo and the Assembly majority will prevail upon the Senate to do the fiscally responsible thing and move the September primary to June.”
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